Durango, CO – Go For the Fun of it!
Expanded Itinerary
Jun 17 Fly Detroit/Durango, CO (included dinner)
Our flight west will land in Durango in late afternoon. We’ll enjoy an included dinner together this
evening.

Jun 18 Durango
Today will be both exciting and relaxing—we’ll spend it on the train! A two-block walk this morning will
take us to the Durango and Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad and Museum. Durango was founded by the
Denver and Rio Grande Railway in 1879 and the railroad arrived in Durango on August 5, 1881. By July of
1882, the line to Silverton was completed and the train began hauling freight and passengers. The railway
was constructed to haul silver and gold ore from Southwest Colorado's San Juan Mountains, but passengers
soon realized it was the view that was truly precious.
This historic train has been in continuous operation between Durango and Silverton since 1882, carrying
passengers behind vintage steam locomotives and rolling stock. It is a family-friendly ride sure to create
memories that will last a lifetime while offering a view of Colorado's mountain splendor inaccessible by
highway. We’ll relive the sights and sounds of yesteryear during a narrated rountrip journey, and there
will be time in Silverton to stretch your legs and have lunch on your own.

Jun 19 Durango
Durango is set in the midst of some of the world's most beautiful mountain scenery, a richness that is
matched only by its colorful history. The hills were filled with silver and gold, and miners began to flock to
the area in the 1870s. The town of Durango was the child of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad
Company, which laid out the charming downtown that remains today.
Following the miners came merchants and saloon gals; ranchers and farmers soon settled in the valley.
The newcomers built churches, schools and many of the fine buildings and Victorian homes still standing
today. Durango was designed to be the most up-to-date city in Colorado, and a grand hotel (the Strater,
where we are staying) was built in 1887. Electric lights, the telephone, an electric trolley and a threestory sky scraper with an electric elevator followed soon afterward.
We’ve left today at leisure so that you can do what makes you happy, whether that’s an outdoor adventure
or more sedate activities. Here are some suggestions:
•

A company called Horsefly History Tours offers walking tours around town—pick up some history
and see the sights!

•

At the Animas Museum visitors can explore the history of La Plata County. From Wild West outlaws
and the brave lawmen who tamed the county, to generations of firefighters who shaped the
community, Durango’s real history reads like a western novel. Learn how the FBI traces its origins
to La Plata County and be amazed at the tale of Durango’s strangest shootout (when the marshal
shot the sheriff). Step back in time and visit the 1870s Joy Cabin, Durango’s oldest intact
structure. The Museum is located in the former Animas City School building. This magnificent
structure was built in 1904 and a historically restored classroom speaks to an era of blackboards,
inkwells and the 3 Rs.

•

Explore Durango’s Historic Downtown; it’s a Nationally Registered Historic District and home to
historic hotels, notable restaurants, laid-back brewpubs, and art galleries, museums, and shops.

•

Enjoy an outdoor adventure today: local companies will be happy to take you hiking, river rafting
on the Animas River, or on a jeep tour through the mountains.

Jun 20 Durango
Today we visit Mesa Verde National Park, the premier archeological park in the United States and a World
Heritage Site. The Ancestral Puebloans inhabited Mesa Verde for more than 700 years (550 AD to 1300 AD),
but for the first six centuries they primarily lived on the mesa tops. It was not until the final 75 to 100
years that they constructed and lived in the cliff dwellings for which Mesa Verde is known.
Mesa Verde, Spanish for ‘green table’, towers high above the surrounding countryside. Twenty-four Native
American nations regard Mesa Verde as the home of their ancestors. There are over 4,800 known
archeological sites in the park and about 600 of these are cliff dwellings built from the late 1100s to 1300
AD. Unoccupied for many centuries, the sites have been weakened by natural forces and some were badly
damaged by looters before the area became a national park. Preserving these dwellings for future
generations is the park’s mission.
After a stop at the visitor center and time for lunch on your own at the Spruce Tree Terrace, we will tour
the Cliff Palace complex. Since its 'discovery' in 1888, Cliff Palace has been the focus of archeological
investigations and visitors to Mesa Verde National Park. As the centerpiece of the Park, it remains one of
the finest examples of a late prehistoric cliff dwelling in the American Southwest. Cliff Palace challenges
visitors to imagine what life was like over seven hundred years ago. Constructed of stone masonry, wood,
and earth covered with plaster painted in a variety of colors, the structures of Cliff Palace reflect everyday
life: food preparation and storage, private and public spaces, concern for defensive protection, village
organization, and solemn ritual. To be fully able to appreciate and explore Mesa Verda, one must be able
to climb 8-10 foot ladders and negotiate steps independently. It is a ¼ mile walk each way.
Before our coach heads back to Durango we will stop at ‘The Four Corners’, the place where four states
meet: Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico. The original marker, erected in 1912, was a simple
cement pad placed after government surveys showed the location of the terminus of the four state
boundaries. The monument was refurbished in 1992 with a bronze disk embedded in granite. The area
surrounding the monument is Native American land and covers some 25,000 square miles. Both the Navajo,
or Dine, and Ute people live in the Four Corners area, and artisans and craftsmen from both Indian nations
are represented at the monument.

Jun 21 Fly Durango/Detroit
You’ll have time this morning for a relaxed breakfast before we head to the Durango airport for our noon
flight. We’ll be home by 10:30 this evening.

