Rhone River – a ‘Discovery’ Cruise
Expanded Itinerary
Jul 1 Fly Detroit/Lyon, France
Our one-stop, overnight flight to Lyon departs Detroit in late evening.

Jul 2 Lyon (included dinner)
We’ll transfer to the Poetry II upon arrival in Lyon. Enjoy dinner and settle into your cabin this evening;
the ship will dock overnight in Lyon.
France’s third-largest city and gastronomic capital is known for its culinary spirit which is on offer from
Michelin-starred restaurants to modest bouchons. The forks of the River Saone and River Rhone converge
in this elegant city where Roman ruins meet UNESCO-classified medieval lanes, baroque squares, and
contemporary icons such as the new Musee de la Confluence ethnology museum.

Jul 3 Lyon (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Today you’ll explore Lyon on your choice of included shore excursion. Those seeking an active morning
can join a guided nature walk in the Parc de la Tete d’Or, a vast urban park with many trails and a lake.
Created in 1857, the park was inspired by English landscape gardens and covers 260 acres of land. Its 42acre lake was created from a branch of the Rhone. Two ‘Discovery’ excursions are also offered: take a
guided culinary walk through Lyon to discover its architecture as well as local specialties in a festival of
colors, aromas and taste; or join a cooking class to learn to make your own Saucisson brioche and other
local culinary favorites.
Optional tours: take an off-the-beaten-path guided tour through private and public terraces for
panoramic views of Lyon, starting on the roof of the Basilica de Fourviere; or you may opt for a
guided mountain bike excursion through the Beaujolais wine country.

Jul 4 Tain L’Hermitage/Tournon/Viviers (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Our ship cruises from Lyon to dock at Tain L’Hermitage/Tournon this morning. Two ‘Active’ excursions
will be on offer: join a guided hike in the picturesque vineyards surrounding the twin cities of Tournon
and Tain-l’Hermitage; or, if you’re up for a unique experience and panoramic views, join a group on a
rail-bike excursion along the descent of the Gorges du Doux.
The Doux River Valley is a blend of rolling hills, forests, meadows and orchards from the Ardeche
Mountains to the mouth of the Doux. The Gorges du Doux rail-bike follows two routes (7.5 miles each) of
the historic Vivarais Railway Line built in 1891. Carved into the mountainside and featuring many
notable landmarks (bridges, viaducts, tunnels), this excursion offers a unique way to discover the
magnificent landscape of the Gorges du Doux, tributary of the northern Rhone.

‘Discovery’ options today include a “chocolate experience” during a tour of the Valrhona Chocolate
Factory and Museum. Make your signature chocolate bar and, of course, taste to your heart’s content.
While we sail to Viviers later loday, you might want to join a cooking demonstration and learn how to
prepare Lyonnaise specialties.
A more traditional river cruise offering is a sightseeing tour of Tournon, the twin city to Tain-l’Hermitage
and one of France’s oldest medieval cities. You’ll see its imposing 16th century castle and Roman ruins.
We will dock overnight in Viviers, so for a different perspective on the town you may take a nighttime
guided tour of Viviers, and hear the legends, tales and ghost stories of this enchanting town.

Jul 5 Lock Bollene/Avignon (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Today’s excursions highlight the scenery of the Lock Bollene area of the Rhone. Your choice:
--immerse yourself in the scenery with a guided canoe trip in the Gorges de l’Ardeche on the
spectacular canyons of a Rhone tributary;
--find inspiration in the amazing landscape of the region during a guided hike through the Natural
Reserve of Cirque d’Estre;
--join a group for a surprising underground wine tasting under the direction of an expert
speleologist (cave guide) and an oenologist (wine-making expert);
--see a surprising side of local culture with a visit to a crocodile farm and discover the wonderful
world of reptiles—not only crocodiles but also snakes, turtles, iguanas, and an amazing botanical
garden;
--visit the amazing water facility at Bollene and tour the power plant of this immense lock along
the Rhone.
This afternoon our ship will cruise through the soaring walls of the Lock Bollene on its way to Avignon
where we’ll dock overnight.

Jul 6 Avignon (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
This morning you may join a leisurely E-Bike ride through Tavel, the birthplace of French rose, and then
enjoy a wine tasting; or, experience the French art of fragrance with a tour of the Musee des Aromes et
du Parfum where aromatic herbs and essential oils will inspire your senses and help you create your own
unique scent; or tour Avignon, including a visit to the 14th century Palace of the Popes and time to
explore Les Halles covered market.
This afternoon you may choose to spend free time in Avignon or take an optional tour. The ancient city
of Avignon is wrapped in a crenellated wall punctuated by towers and Gothic slit windows. Its historic
center stands distinct from modern extensions and is crowned by the Palais des Papes, a 14th century
fortress-castle that’s nothing short of spectacular. Standing on the Place du Palais under the gaze of the
gigantic Virgin that reigns from the cathedral tower, with the palace sprawling to one side, the bishops’
Petit Palais to the other, and the long, low bridge of childhood-song fame stretching over the river, you
can beam yourself briefly into the 14th century, so complete is the context, so evocative the setting.
Take a leisurely stroll or a bike ride through the tree-lined streets and leafy squares within Avignon’s
medieval walls. This evening we cruise to Arles.
Optional Tours: a wine tasting and the chance to make your own wine blend at the cellars of
Chateauneuf-du-Pape; a canoe trip through the waters of Pont du Gard—the highest of all
elevated Roman aqueducts.

Jul 7 Arles (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
If you were obliged to choose just one city to visit in Provence, lovely little Arles would give Avignon and
Aix a run for their money. The charming city has a wealth of classical antiquities and Romanesque
stonework. Quarried-stone edifices and shuttered town houses shade graceful Old Town streets and
squares; pageantry, festivals, and cutting-edge arts events are regular occurrences. A Greek colony since
the 6th century BC, Arles was later conquered by the Romans and was remade in the Roman image,
acquiring straight paved streets and sidewalks, sewers and latrines, thermal baths, a forum, a
hippodrome, a theater, and an arena. The emperor Constantine himself moved to Arles and brought with
him Christianity.
Today’s ‘Active’ excursion is a hike through the Val d’Enfer, an area taking its name from the unique
white limestone rock formations. The ‘Classic’ excursion is a guided tour of Arles, including a visit with a
local bullfighter to learn about the traditions handed down through generations. The ‘Discovery’
excursion is a painting workshop where you’ll learn the style and techniques of Vincent van Gogh. Create
your own painting in the style of the classic master who took inspiration from the Provence light and
landscape in Arles!
Optional tour: explore the natural salt marsh at Salin d’Aigues-Mortes and discover the magic of
the pink waters of the Camargue.

Jul 8 Arles (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Although we docked overnight in Arles, we cruise today to Port-Saint-Louis and explore the Camargue
region before returning to Arles this afternoon.
With an area of over 360 square miles, the Camargue is Western Europe's largest river delta. It is a vast
plain comprised of large brine lagoons cut off from the sea by sandbars and encircled by reed-covered
marshes. Approximately a third of the Camargue is either lakes or marshland. The Camargue is home to
more than 400 species of birds and has been identified as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife
International. Its brine ponds provide one of the few European habitats for the greater flamingo.
Camargue horses roam the extensive marshlands, along with Camargue cattle. The native flora of the
Camargue has adapted to the saline conditions, and sea lavender and glasswort flourish along with
tamarisks and reeds.

Jul 9 Fly Marseilles/Detroit (included breakfast)
We’ll disembark the ship right after breakfast and drive to the Marseilles airport to catch a mid-morning
flight home.

