The Swiss & Austrian Alps – Awe-Inspiring!
Expanded Itinerary
Jun 22 Fly Detroit/Munich, Germany
We’ll fly out of Detroit in early evening on a nonstop flight to Munich.

Jun 23 Salzburg, Austria
After landing in Munich around 8:30 am, we will drive to Berchtesgaden (Hitler’s Eagles Nest) for a tour
and lunch on your own. As its name suggests, the Eagle's Nest on top of Mount Kehlstein (6,017 ft.) offers
a breathtaking panoramic view. The complex was built as a 50th birthday present for Adolf Hitler in
1938. The tour will give us a detailed historical account of the construction and use of the Eagle's Nest, a
unique mountaintop conference center, as well as a driving tour of the area. We’ll visit Obersalzberg
and tour the leaders' compound where we’ll hear the history of Obersalzberg's takeover by the Nazi Party
and the transformation of the mountain into Hitler's Southern Headquarters. During the driving tour
we’ll view some original Third Reich buildings including those used as Albert Speer's home, Speer's
architectural studio, Martin Bormann's model farm, Nazi Party headquarters, the Platterhof's theater, SSOfficers' housing, Goring's adjutancy, State Security Service headquarters and the location of Hitler's
home, the Berghof (no longer standing today).
We’ll also tour one of the underground bunker complexes in the mountain. The extensive fortress-like
system was built as an air raid shelter, as war headquarters and as a possible last refuge for the leaders
of the Reich. An original brass-lined elevator will then transport us up through the heart of Kehlstein
Mountain into the Eagle’s Nest itself. Perched at 6017 feet, the Eagle's Nest and the road network
leading to it were considered feats of engineering and details will be told during the guided tour.
In mid-afternoon we will continue our drive to Salzburg, arriving there in late afternoon for hotel checkin.
Salzburg is an Austrian city on the border of Germany, with views of the Eastern Alps. The city is divided
by the Salzach River, with medieval and baroque buildings of the pedestrian Altstadt (Old City) on its left
bank, facing the 19th century Neustadt (New City) on its right. The Altstadt birthplace of the composer
Mozart is preserved as a museum displaying his childhood instruments. The Altstadt is renowned for its
baroque architecture and its 27 churches. It was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996, and has
three universities.

Jun 24 Salzburg (included breakfast)
Much of Salzburg's historic city center is for pedestrians only so wear comfortable shoes today, because
our morning tour will be on foot through the Altstadt, or Old Town, on the left bank of the Salzach River.
This is a section of narrow streets (many from the Middle Ages) and slender houses, in contrast to the
town constructed by the prince-archbishops across the river. The Old Town contains many of Salzburg's
most important attractions, including the cathedral, Mozart's birthplace, and St. Peter's Cemetery.
This afternoon you may explore this wonderful city on your own. Getting to know Salzburg is not
difficult, for most of its sights are within the comparatively small Altstadt. The cathedral and squares

surrounding it form what used to be the religious center, around which the major churches and the old
archbishops' residence are arranged. Across the river is Steingasse, a narrow medieval street where
working people lived. There is a funicular railway to the 900-year-old Hohensalzburg Fortress. Art lovers
may want to visit the Fortress’ clifftop neighbor, the avant-garde Museum der Moderne, which hosts
contemporary art exhibitions.
Also open for touring is the residence of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, who lived here with his family from
1773 until his move to Vienna in 1781. A short walk away are the Mirabell Gardens. True to the form of
an early-baroque garden, you’ll find rich floral ornamentation, precisely trimmed trees, and decorative
urns and balustrades. More recently new garden areas were added with latticed walkways flanked by
linden and beech trees, a hedge theater and the Bastion Garden. Fountains and vibrant stone figures
further enhance the beauty of the gardens.

Jun 25 Salzburg (included breakfast)
Today is your’s to plan. Fans of The Sound of Music may wish to take a four-hour tour of film locations
on their own this afternoon. This tour departs daily at 2:00 pm. You’ll see Mirabell Gardens where the
song "Do-Re-Mi" was filmed. Enjoy the spectacular view during a photo stop at Salzburg’s Lake
Leopoldskron where the famous boating scene was filmed. From there you can see the Captain´s
backyard and private palace gardens. Visit the gazebo where “16 Going on 17” was filmed; it was rebuilt
in the gardens of Hellbrunn Palace especially for movie fans. You will pass by Nonnberg Abbey where
Maria was a novice; it is still a women’s convent and not open to the public, but you may look through
the front gate of the Gothic Church. After touring the film locations in Salzburg, you will drive to the
Lake District where panoramic scenes of the picnic were filmed. Enjoy the wonderful views of St. Gilgen
and Lake Wolfgang at the photo stop! In Mondsee you’ll see the church where the wedding of Maria and
Baron von Trapp was filmed; afterward there will be some time to explore this little town on your own.

Jun 26 Innsbruck, Austria (included breakfast)
Kitzbuhel, a fashionable winter ski resort, is situated in the Kitzbuhel Alps along the river Kitzbuheler
Ache in the western Austrian province of Tyrol. Upscale shops and cafes line the streets of its medieval
center. On our drive from Salzburg to Innsbruck today we’ll stop for a couple of hours to that you can
explore the town and enjoy lunch on your own.
The Kitzbuhel Museum chronicles the history of the town and the area’s winter sports, with paintings by
local artist Alfons Walde. Its rooftop terrace has sweeping town views. Also worth a look is St.
Catherine's Church (built 1360–1365), a High Gothic beauty in the heart of the town with a carillon which
sounds at 11:00 am and 5:00 pm.

Jun 27 Innsbruck (included breakfast)
This morning we’ll take a walking tour of Innsbruck. Alpine views are around every corner and ski slopes
are just a funicular ride from the center. A medieval Old Town is home to imperial palaces and worldclass galleries, but the Old Town's centerpiece is the Goldenes Dachl, a glittering Gothic oriel built for
Emperor Maximilian I and dappled with copper tiles. Nearby are the Hofburg imperial palace and the
Hofkirche where Durer's King Arthur statue solemnly guards the emperor's empty tomb.
This afternoon you can explore Innsbruck on your own. You might want to see Tyrolean Folk Art displays
of traditional dress and arts and crafts, nativity sets and historic paneled rooms in the Tiroler Volkskunst
Museum. The two most interesting streets for visitors are Herzog Friedrich Strasse where the famed
Golden Roof is located, and the Maria Theresian Strasse, which stretches from the Triumphal Arch to the
Old Town and is filled with shops, cafes, souvenir stores, and attractions such as St. Anne’s Column,
Spitalkirche, the Triumphal Arch, Palais Trapp, and the Chapel of St. George.

Jun 28 St. Moritz, Switzerland (included breakfast, lunch)
We’ll spend six hours today driving through the glorious Alps from Innsbruck to St. Moritz, a world famous
resort located on the southern flank of the Swiss Alps, amid the lake landscape of the Engadine region.
We’ll break the drive around noon at the foot of the Muottas Muragl Funicular Railway. Between 1905
and 1907, the first funicular railway in Engadine was built here. Although modernized often, it still
offers the same wonderful views of the Upper Engadine lakeland including St. Moritz, the Piz Palu and
the Piz Bernina. After the 10-minute ride up, we’ll enjoy an included lunch at the Panorama Restaurant.
Try not to doze as we continue our drive to St. Moritz—the scenery is not to be missed. You’ll find that
three languages are spoken in the region around St. Moritz: Romansch, German and Italian. St. Moritz is
blessed with a ‘champagne climate’—the sun shines 322 days a year—and the town is known for its
cosmopolitan flair, elegance and style.

Jun 29 Zermatt, Switzerland (included breakfast)
Today we take the famous Glacier Express through the Swiss Alps from St. Moritz to Zermatt. The train
is often referred to as the 'slowest express train in the world' because the journey takes about eight
hours. There is a good reason for this slow pace: the train squeezes its way through the Alps, through
narrow valleys, tight curves, 91 tunnels, and across 291 bridges. The route takes you through the three
cantons of Valais, Uri and Graubunden, and offers breathtaking and varied panoramic views. Eight hours
of sheer pleasure for your eyes!
Traveling on board the Glacier Express is comfortable. Coaches have panoramic sealed windows all the
way to the roof and the train is air conditioned. Information about the terrain and sites along the way is
provided via headphones. There is a trolley serving snacks, drinks and souvenirs as well as an onboard
bar; you may order meals, which will be served at your seat. If we are unable to get train tickets, we
will traverse the same route by motorcoach.
Zermatt, in southern Switzerland’s Valais canton, is a car-free mountain resort renowned for skiing,
climbing and hiking. The village lies below the iconic, pyramid-shaped Matterhorn peak. Its main street,
Bahnhofstrasse, is lined with boutique shops, hotels and restaurants. Enjoy a walk around town this
evening, find an interesting restaurant for dinner, and above all—look around you!

Jun 30 Grindelwald, Switzerland (included breakfast)
This morning we take a local train from Zermatt to the town of Tasch, and then board a coach for the
scenic drive through the Bernase Oberland to the town of Thun. There we’ll board a boat on the
Thunersee (Lake Thun) for a two hour cruise on the emerald-colored waters to Interlaken. Thun has a
medieval Old Town and a lakeside castle with a striking keep that overlooks the lake. The castle was
built in 1191 and enlarged in 1492, and today houses a historical museum with 14th century arms and
armor, tapestries, furniture, and prehistoric and Roman artifacts. Other castles and several Romanesque
churches are in villages that dot the shore of Lake Thun.
We’ll arrive in Grindelwald in the late afternoon.

Jul 1 Grindelwald (included breakfast)
Today is yours to plan. Adventure lovers among us might decide to journey to the ‘Top of Europe’—the
Jungfrau! The train leaves from the station across the street from our hotel. The excursion involves
changing trains once to a cogwheel train with a slope of 24 degrees for the final ascent! The Jungfrau
peak is in the Bernese Alps. At lower altitudes you’ll see Alpine villages scattered in the hills, green
meadows dotted with grazing cows, and rustic cottages with colorful flowers. At higher altitudes you’ll
travel through many tunnels and catch amazing views of the Alps. The Jungfraujoch complex nestles
below the summit of the Jungfrau and at the top you'll find restaurants, a coffee shop, Europe's highest

post office, souvenir shops, the Sphinx observatory and observation deck, an 'ice palace' and an open air
'ice plateau'. Want to get even higher? Take the lift to the Sphinx viewpoint, 11,782 feet above sea
level. You may return the same route or be adventurous. Our suggestion is to leave early in the morning
and then walk down the mountain to our hotel from Kleine Scheidigg OR take the alternate train route
back via Wengen to Interlaken, where you can catch a cab or bus to Grindelwald.
If you stay in Grindelwald today, you may wish to zipline or take the first flyer adventure package (or
parts of it) which can include zip lining, air gliding, mountain cart and biking components.
If you prefer to visit Interlaken for the day, you can stop in Hohematte Park, 34 acres in the heart of
Interlaken which was acquired in 1860 by a group of hotel owners and private citizens to be left as an
open space, a remarkable example of farseeing town planning. Through its length runs the Hoheweg, a
splendid avenue between the east and west rail stations that affords a magnificent view of the Jungfrau,
surrounded by hotels and flower beds. Alongside it is the Kursaal, with a theater and a cafe and
beautiful gardens with a flower clock, as well as a number of hotels, including the 150-year-old Victoria
Jungfrau Hotel, itself a local landmark. Next to the Hotel Interlaken, you'll find the small Garden of
Friendship, the first Japanese garden in Switzerland, a peaceful spot with flowering plants, water, and a
koi pond. The park is the preferred landing spot for hang gliders, one of the most popular of the many
adventures you can enjoy in Interlaken. For the less adventurous, horse-drawn can be hired to tour the
town.

Jul 2 Lucerne, Switzerland (included breakfast)
A two-hour coach ride will take us to Lucerne this morning. On a walking tour of the city we’ll learn
about Lucerne's history, churches, bridges, narrow streets, towers, squares and, of course, Lucerne's
landmark Chapel Bridge and Water Tower. The bridge and water tower were part of the city's
fortifications and the former is Europe’s oldest covered wooden bridge. Other important sites include
the Baroque Jesuit Church and nearby Franciscan Church from the 14th century, the Spreuer Bridge with
its ‘Dance of Death’ paintings, and the Musegg Wall with rampart built in 1386. Also on our walk will be
the Old City squares, the Italian Renaissance-style Town Hall, the Hof Church, the main Cathedral and
the Lion Monument, which memorializes the Swiss Guards who defended the Royal Palace in Versailles
during the French Revolution.
Spend the rest of your final day in Switzerland enjoying the views of the mountains which surround the
city, or perhaps on a sightseeing cruise on Lake Lucerne.

Jul 3 Fly Zurich/Detroit (included breakfast)
Enjoy a leisurely morning at the hotel before we depart for the airport; our flight home doesn’t depart
the Zurich airport until around 1:30 pm. We arrive in Detroit in late evening.

