Egypt’s Pyramids & Temples – On Your Bucket List?
Expanded Itinerary
Jan 16 Fly Detroit/Cairo, Egypt
Our exciting Egyptian adventure begins around noon today when our one-stop flight departs
Detroit for our African destination.

Jan 17 Cairo
On arrival, around noon, we will transfer to our hotel. There are no activities planned today—
rest up for our exciting week of touring!

Jan 18 Cairo (included breakfast, dinner)
Today’s full day of touring will include morning stops at the famous pyramids of Cheops,
Chephren and Mycerinus on the Giza Plateau, as well as at the famous ‘Sphinx’ carved in rock.
The pyramid of Cheops is the first of the Seven Wonders of the World and the only one of the
original wonders still standing today. The pyramid is believed to be the tomb of the Pharaoh
Cheops who lived under the Fourth Dynasty, almost 4,500 years ago. It is the largest pyramid
ever built by any civilization, and is the main tomb of the necropolis on Giza Plateau (now part
of the Cairo metro area).
The Pyramid of Chephren, often called the "Second Pyramid", is built next to the Great Pyramid
of Khufu (Cheops). There is no evidence that anyone was ever buried in the main chamber and
no inscriptions have been found in the pyramid, however there is a sarcophagus in the main
chamber. Twenty-three statues of Chephren were found in this hall; the only one which
remains intact is in the Egyptian Museum. The Pyramid of Menkaure (Mycerinus) is the smallest
of the three pyramids of Giza and shows the beginning of the decline in workmanship in
Egyptian pyramid building. Menkaure was the ruler after Chephren.
On the Giza Plateau sits a huge creature with the head of a human and a lion's body. This
monumental limestone statue, the first truly colossal royal sculpture in Egypt, is known as the
Great Sphinx and is a national symbol of Egypt, both ancient and modern. It has stirred the
imagination of poets, scholars, adventurers and tourists for centuries and has also inspired a
wealth of speculation about its age, its meaning, and the secrets that it might hold.
In the afternoon we’ll visit the Papyrus Institute in Cairo, which contains a large collection of
papyrus reproductions of all the famous paintings of ancient Egypt.

Jan 19 Fly Cairo/Luxor (included breakfast, dinner)
This morning we’ll visit the fabulous Egyptian Museum in Cairo before transferring to Cairo
Airport for a short afternoon flight to Luxor. Although Egypt is building a new ‘Grand Egyptian

Museum’ near the Giza pyramids, it is not yet open so Egypt’s treasures (including the
Tutankhamen artifacts) remain at the museum we will visit. The collection of antiquities held
by the Egyptian Museum is one of the richest and most varied in the world (more than 120,000
items on display) and features the famous Tutankhamen collection with its beautiful gold death
mask and sarcophagus and the royal Mummy room, which houses an additional eleven
Pharaonic dignitaries.

Jan 20 Luxor (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
After hotel checkout this morning we will tour the East Bank area of the Nile and the fabulous
Luxor and Karnak Temples. The Luxor Temple complex was constructed approximately 1400
BCE and is known as the "the southern sanctuary". Largely built by the New Kingdom pharaohs
Amenhotep III and Ramses II this temple is a strikingly graceful monument in the heart of the
modern town of Luxor.
The nearby Karnak Temple complex contains a group of temples including the Great Temple of
Amon Ra, the Temple of Khonso, the Ipt Temple, the Temple of Ptah, the Temple of Montho
and the Temple of the God Osiris.
We’ll embark the M/S Farah in Luxor just in time for lunch on board. The afternoon is free for
you to explore our floating hotel or the vibrant markets located dock-side.

Jan 21 Edfu (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
This morning we’ll tour the “Valley of the Kings” on the Nile’s West Bank, where 64 of Egypt’s
Pharaohs have their resting places. For a period of nearly 500 years from the 16th to 11th
century BC, rock cut tombs were excavated for the pharaohs and powerful nobles of the New
Kingdom. The tombs have suffered greatly from treasure hunters, floods and, in recent years,
mass tourism: carbon dioxide, friction and the humidity produced by the sweat left by visitors
have affected the reliefs and the stability of paintings that were made on plaster laid over
limestone. The Department of Antiquities has installed dehumidifiers and glass screens in the
worst-affected tombs. They have also introduced a rotation system: a limited number of tombs
are open to the public at any one time.
We’ll visit the palatial, reconstructed New Kingdom Mortuary Temple of Queen Hatchepsut
beneath the cliffs at Deir el Bahari, and then stop at the humongous Collossi of Memnon before
returning to the ship for lunch. The Colossi are two massive stone statues of the Pharaoh
Amenhotep III, who reigned in Egypt during the Dynasty XVIII. For the past 3,400 years the
Collossi have stood in the Theban Necropolis, located west of the River Nile from the modern
city of Luxor.
This afternoon we sail southward toward Edfu and Aswan via the Esna Lock.

Jan 22 Aswan (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
From the dock in Edfu, a carriage will take us to the superbly preserved Temple of Horus which
is dedicated to the Falcon God, the avenging son of Isis and Osiris. This Ptolemaic temple,
built between 237 and 57 BC, is one of the best-preserved ancient monuments in Egypt.
During lunch onboard, our ship sails for Kom Ombo; on arrival we’ll tour the Temple of Kom
Ombo, an unusual double temple constructed during the Ptolemaic dynasty, 180–47 BC. The
Temple was dedicated to two deities: the crocodile headed “Sobek”, and the double headed
sparrow/hawk “Horus”.

Jan 23 Fly Aswan/Cairo (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
This morning we tour Aswan, stopping at the Unfinished Obelisk, the High Dam, and ending
with a delightful sail aboard a felucca. The traditional wooden sailing boat is used in protected
waters and is rigged with one or two lateen sails. The Unfinished Obelisk lies in its original
location, a granite quarry in Aswan. It is 138 feet in length and was most probably abandoned
when some cracks appeared in the rock during its construction. Had this obelisk been
completed, it would have been the heaviest obelisk ever cut in Ancient Egypt, weighing nearly
1100 tons! It is believed that it was constructed and abandoned during the reign of Queen
Hatshepsut.
The High Dam of Aswan is one of the most important achievements of the last century in Egypt,
and it provides water and electricity as well as controlling Nile River flooding. Built in the
1960s, the rock-fill dam is located at Egypt’s southern border with Sudan.
Our ship will remain docked in Aswan overnight, so perhaps you’ll explore Aswan’s many
markets this afternoon.

Jan 24 Cairo (included breakfast, dinner)
This morning you may spend more time ashore in Aswan, or take the optional air excursion to
the fantastic Temples of Abu Simbel. Around mid-day we’ll go to the Aswan airport to catch
our flight to Cairo. On the way to our Cairo hotel we’ll stop at the El Khalili bazaar for last
minute souvenir shopping.
Optional tour: Temples of Abu Simbel air excursion.

Jan 25 Fly Cairo/Detroit (included breakfast)
Our one-stop flight to the US leaves mid-morning and we’ll be back in Detroit around 10:00 this
evening.

