Vienna & Prague – Imperial European Capitals
Expanded Itinerary
Dec 2 Fly Detroit/Vienna, Austria
Join fellow NexTourists this evening for our overnight, one-stop flight to Vienna, ‘The Imperial City’ and
Austria’s capital.

Dec 3 Vienna
We’ll land around 2:00 pm and transfer directly to the luxurious Hotel Bristol for check in. The rest of the
day is yours to explore the neighborhood around the Karntner Ring where the hotel is located (or rest up
for tomorrow’s full day of touring).

Dec 4 Vienna (included breakfast, lunch)
On today’s full-day panoramic tour of Vienna we’ll see the city’s neighborhoods and tourist highlights—be
sure to take notes on sights you’ll return to in your free time! Our guided tour will include visits to
Schonbrunn Palace and the Belvedere Museum.
As we drive along the streets of Vienna we’ll see many magnificent buildings such as the State Opera
House, the Museum of Fine Arts and the Natural History Museum. Our guide will probably show us the
Museum Quarter, the former Habsburg winter residence (the Hofburg Palace), the Parliament, the City
Hall and the Burgtheater. We’ll drive along the Ringstrasse where some of Vienna’s most stunning
monumental buildings are located.
One highlight of our day will be a stop at the Schonbrunn Palace where we’ll tour the apartments of
Emperor Franz Joseph and his wife Elisabeth, as well as the Rococo state rooms of the palace. Perhaps
we’ll have time to explore the park and gardens as well. The Palace’s park was opened to the public
around 1779 and since then has been a popular recreational area for the Viennese. The Baroque layout of
the gardens survives more or less intact today.
We’ll stop also to tour the Belvedere Museum which houses the world’s largest collection of works by
Gustav Klimt. The museum is located in the Belvedere Palace which is set in grounds with decorative
tiered fountains and cascades, Baroque sculptures, and majestic wrought iron gates. The Baroque palace
complex was built as a summer residence for Prince Eugene of Savoy.

Dec 5 Vienna (included breakfast)
This morning we’ll take a two-hour walking tour of the historic center of Vienna. We’ll pass St. Stephen’s
Cathedral, the magnificent Hofburg Palace, the Opera House, the Albertina, and the Church of the
Capuchins as we enjoy the magnificent city center.
This afternoon is yours to plan. Of interest to music lovers is the Mozarthaus, the only Mozart residence
which still exists in Vienna. The composer lived there from 1784 to 1787 in grand style, with four large
rooms, two small ones and a kitchen. The life and works of Amadeus Mozart are presented in and around

this apartment on four exhibition levels. Take the audio tour to learn about his life and work in Vienna,
and the 2½ years he spent in the house when he wrote dozens of piano concertos, as well as The Marriage
of Figaro.

Dec 6 Vienna (included breakfast)
A free day in Vienna…what could be better? You may want to warm up along the way at one of the city’s
many cafes, and enjoy dark chocolate Sachertorte or another wonderful pastry with your coffee.
You could spend the entire day at the magnificent Hofburg Palace complex. The Palace was the winter
residence of the Habsburg rulers until 1918, and is now the home of the Spanish Riding School (with the
famous Lipizzaner stallions), the Vienna Boys' Choir, the Austrian president's office, 5,000 government
workers, and several important museums. The Hofburg's Treasury contains 21 rooms filled with scepters,
swords, crowns, orbs, weighty robes, double-headed eagles, gowns, gem-studded bangles, and an eightfoot-tall, 500-year-old unicorn horn (or maybe the tusk of a narwhal) which was thought to be incredibly
powerful in the old days, giving its owner the grace of God. The Hofburg's New Palace Museums are
located in a part of the Palace dating to World War I. They are three small but fine museums: an armory,
historical musical instruments, and classical statuary from ancient Ephesus.

Dec 7 Prague, Czech Republic (included breakfast)
This morning we’ll enjoy a three-hour drive through the Austrian countryside and over the border into the
Czech Republic. We’ll spend the early afternoon in the lovely town of Cesky Krumlov, where you can get
lunch on your own before we begin a guided walking tour.
It’s rare that a place not only lives up to its hype but exceeds it. Cesky Krumlov, the official residence of
the Rozmberk family for 300 years, is such a place. It’s the only must-see in Southern Bohemia, with a
storybook landscape so perfect it resembles a movie set. The Rozmberks’ Krumlov castle is one of the
most gorgeous in the country; perched on a hill the castle overlooks the quaint village and the winding
Vltava River. The castle, its gardens and the town’s medieval streets are charming highlights of a visit.
In the Old Town across the river from the castle, Gothic buildings curve with the winding streets. Many
precious Gothic and Renaissance frescoes were whitewashed in Baroque times, when the colorful
trimmings of earlier periods were out of style. Today, these frescoes are being rediscovered and restored.
At the heart of the Old Town is the main square, lined with a mix of Renaissance and Baroque homes of
burghers (all built on 12th century Gothic foundations).
Relax as we drive a couple hours further through the countryside to Prague, the Republic’s capital and the
‘City of 100 Spires’, where we’ll spend the final two days of our tour.

Dec 8 Prague (included breakfast)
On our Old Town walking tour this morning we’ll discover what makes this baroque jewel of a city so
alluring. Prague Castle perches regally on a hilltop. It’s a complex of baroque churches, a royal palace,
flagstone courtyards and bejeweled reliquaries and one could easily spend a day exploring the Castle.
You might want to stroll across the Charles Bridge this afternoon, or get lost in a labyrinth of picturesque,
medieval, cobbled streets in the Old City.
Also this morning, we’ll visit Prague Castle. Despite its imposing presence, Prague Castle is not a single
structure but a collection of structures dating from the 10th to the 20th century, all linked by internal
courtyards. St. Vitus Cathedral’s gothic towers soar above the castle walls; the Old Royal Palace was the
official residence of kings and presidents and is still the center of political power in the Czech Republic;
the interior of St. George’s Basilica looks more or less as it did in the 12th century. We’ll marvel as we
walk down the Golden Lane, a street full of small houses built at the end of the 16th century when the

emperor Rudolf II decided to house the castle marksmen there. There were 24 marksmen and not much
space, so the marksmen built very small houses for their families out of stone, mud, and wood.

Dec 9 Prague (included breakfast)
Today is a free day so you can explore on your own. The River Vltava splits this city into two halves while
Charles Bridge links them together. Prague Castle and the Little Quarter are situated on one side, and the
Old and New Towns and the Jewish Quarter are on the other. In Prague it is very easy to get around on
foot or by using public transport. You may decide to simply stroll along the cobblestone streets of the old
town and observe the fantastic architecture of the buildings, the churches and the magnificent Castle.
Our hotel is midway along the city’s ‘Royal Route’ which took rulers through the historical center and past
important landmarks to their coronations at St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague Castle. The Route starts in Old
Prague (the eastern side of the river where our hotel is located) by the Powder Gate, passes through the
Old Town Square, over Charles Bridge and eventually to Prague Castle. Nowadays, visitors tracing this
route slowly uncover the beauty of Old Prague, its houses, churches, squares and palaces from all historic
periods.

Dec 10 Fly Prague/Detroit
We’ll be up early to get to the Prague airport for our 9:00 am flight. It’s a one-stop flight home and we’ll
arrive in Detroit around 4:00 pm.

