Vietnam & Angkor Wat – A Once-in-a-Lifetime Journey
Expanded Itinerary
Feb 23 Fly Detroit/Hanoi, Vietnam
Lose a day crossing the International Date Line on the way over, get it back on our return to the US!

Feb 24 Hanoi
After an evening arrival at Hanoi’s airport, we will be ready for the short drive to our hotel and a full night’s
sleep.

Feb 25 Hanoi (included breakfast, lunch)
Our full-day city tour begins with a visit to Van Mieu (also known as the Temple of Literature) which dates to
1070 AD, and is dedicated to the cult of Confucius. We’ll find a peaceful series of walled courtyards and
graceful gateways; the temple is an excellent example of traditional Vietnamese architecture. Next we’ll
stop at the Ho Chi Minh Memorial Complex which contains a museum, Ho Chi Minh’s mausoleum and Ho Chi
Minh’s Stilt House—a simple two-room dwelling where he lived from 1958 until his final days in 1969. Nearby
is the One Pillar Pagoda, or Chua Mot Cot, which was made from a single large tree trunk and originally
constructed in 1040 AD, then later rebuilt after being destroyed by the French in 1954. We’ll also drive to
West Lake in the center of the city to see the beautiful 6th century Tran Quoc Temple.
Our included lunch today will be the traditional Vietnamese dish called “Pho”, which originated in the early
20th century in northern Vietnam, and was popularized throughout the world by refugees after the Vietnam
War. Essentially, it’s a full-bodied noodle soup.
This afternoon will include a visit to the infamous Hoa Lo prison, built by the French to house Vietnamese
political prisoners. During the Vietnam War it was used by North Vietnam, and dubbed the “Hanoi Hilton” by
American prisoners of war. Today a part of the prison still exists and is a history museum. During a stroll
through Hanoi’s Old Quarter (the oldest inhabited area of Vietnam, featuring more than 1000 years of
history) we’ll explore the network of narrow alleyways known as “The 36 Streets”. This is a wonderful place
to observe local life, and peruse items from fabrics to crafts to exotic medicines. Each street was named to
reflect a specialized trade such as silk or jewelry making. Our tour ends with a visit to the charming
Buddhist Ngoc Son Temple, or Temple of the Jade Mountain, which is accessed via a lovely red-painted
wooden bridge.
This evening we’ll attend a delightful water puppet show before returning to our hotel.

Feb 26 Ha Long (included breakfast, lunch)
This morning we’ll drive to Ha Long Bay, a UNESCO World Heritage Site located in the Gulf of Tonkin and
covering an area of 579 square miles. With more than a thousand limestone peaks soaring from its crystalline
emerald water, this area is one of the natural wonders of Vietnam and one of four World Heritage sites in
Vietnam. The tiny islands are dotted with beaches and grottoes created by the wind and the waves. Our Ha
Long Bay cruise aboard a traditional Chinese-style wooden junk includes a seafood lunch, as we sail by rock
islets such as Stone Dog and Incense Burner (Dinh Huong), and stop to explore Thien Cung or Sung Sot Caves

to view the beauty of the surreal and subterranean world of stalagmites and stalactites. Our boat will anchor
at Titop Beach for a while so that we can relax in the sun or enjoy a swim.

Feb 27 Fly Hanoi/Siem Reap (included breakfast)
Today is a travel day. After a morning drive from Ha Long to Hanoi, we’ll take a flight to Siem Reap (buying
a Cambodian tourist visa at the airport) and then transfer to our hotel. Siem Reap, a resort town in
northwestern Cambodia, is the gateway to the ruins of Angkor, the seat of the Khmer kingdom from the 9th to
15th centuries. Angkor’s vast complex of intricate stone buildings includes preserved Angkor Wat, the main
temple, which is pictured on Cambodia’s flag.

Feb 28 Siem Reap (included breakfast, dinner)
On the first of our two days in Siem Reap we’ll visit Angkor Thom City and its Bayon temple. The Bayon is a
richly decorated Khmer temple built in the late 12th or early 13th century as the state temple of the
Mahayana Buddhist King Jayavarman VII. The Bayon stands at the center of Jayavarman's capital, Angkor
Thom. Giant mysterious faces carved into the Bayon Temple are a special feature of the temple.
In recent years Cambodia’s floating and stilted communities on the shores of Tonle Sap Lake have become a
popular destination among visitors. We’ll visit Tonle Sap, a collection of three small fishing villages in an
atmospheric flooded forest setting. As we cruise through the villages we’ll see Cambodians at work in the
floating village, traveling to floating schools and eating at floating restaurants.
This evening we’ll enjoy dinner while attending a performance of Cambodia's answer to Cirque du Soleil,
Phare the Cambodian Circus. Phare presents circus-style entertainment featuring high-flying acrobatics and
live music.

Feb 29 Siem Reap (included breakfast)
This morning we travel four miles north of Siem Reap to tour the temple complex of Angkor Wat. Spread out
over 400 acres, it is one of the largest religious monuments in the world. Originally constructed as a Hindu
temple by the Khmer Empire and dedicated to the god Vishnu, it was transformed into a Buddhist temple
toward the end of the 12th century. More or less forgotten for several hundred years, in the mid-19th century
the temple was effectively rediscovered by the French naturalist and explorer Henri Mouhot, who
popularized the site in the West through the publication of travel his notes.
Ta Prohm is the modern name of another temple near Siem Reap which we will visit. Constructed in the late
12th and early 13th centuries it was built by the Khmer King Jayavarman VII as a Mahayana Buddhist monastery
and university. Unlike most Angkorian temples, Ta Prohm is in much the same condition in which it was
found: the photogenic and atmospheric combination of trees growing out of the ruins and the jungle
surroundings have made it one of Angkor's most popular temples with visitors. UNESCO inscribed Ta Prohm
on the World Heritage List in 1992. Today, it is one of the most visited complexes in Cambodia’s Angkor
region.
This afternoon we will stop at Banteay Srei, a 10th century Cambodian temple dedicated to the Hindu god
Shiva. The temple is renowned for its intricate decoration carved in pinkish sandstone that covers the walls
like tapestry. Banteay Srei is an exquisite miniature; a fairy palace in the heart of an immense and
mysterious forest.
Our final stop will be at the home of a local family to visit and learn about life in rural Cambodia today.

Mar 1 Fly Siem Reap/Da Nang; Hoi An (included breakfast)
After a leisurely morning we’ll fly back to Vietnam and then drive from Da Nang to Hoi An for hotel check in.
Hoi An was an ancient port town and is now designated a UNESCO World Heritage site. Perhaps you’ll have
time to visit the riverfront area and stop at a traditional Vietnamese coffee shop; you might choose simply to
enjoy the amenities at our resort this afternoon and evening.

Mar 2 Hoi An (included breakfast, lunch)
This morning we’ll enjoy a countryside tour on our way to Tra Que village. There we’ll learn about the
town’s history and the cultivation of the vegetables as well as the ways in which they are used to make
traditional Vietnamese medicines. You will have a chance to join farmers and help them garden if you wish.
Enjoy views of rice fields and local fishing villages on the way back to Hoi An. The rest of the day is yours to
explore Hoi An.

Mar 3 Hue (included breakfast, dinner)
Today will be a full day of touring. We’ll depart Hoi An after breakfast for the drive north to our destination,
the city of Hue. We pass through the Marble Mountains, whose marble and limestone peaks are named after
the five elements of the universe.
We’ll visit the Cham Museum near Da Nang, which exhibits the largest collection of Champa artwork and
sculptures in the world. The term Champa refers to a collection of independent Cham states that extended
across the coast of what is today central and southern Vietnam from approximately the 2nd century through
1832, before being absorbed and annexed by the Vietnamese state. The museum’s 450 artifacts were
excavated in Champa Temple towers and citadels.
Then we continue northward via the dramatic Hai Van Pass, the highest pass in the country. The road winds
around 90 degree bends and offers views of the East Vietnam Sea on one side and lush mountain landscape on
the other. The pass is often shrouded in cloud and the many roadside altars which lined the route are a
sobering reminder of how treacherous the mountainous terrain can be in bad weather. Some remnants of the
Vietnam War still stand at the top of the Hai Van Pass—during the war the Pass joined the war torn cities of
Hue and Da Nang and was referred to as the ‘Street Without Joy’.
After checking in at our Hue hotel, we’ll drive to the Tha Om Garden for an included dinner. Hue is famous
for its garden houses, and there is no better an example than the Tha Om house. Located in Kim Long village
not far from the north bank of the Perfume River, Tha Om is a place to explore the city's architectural
heritage and a restaurant which offers traditional Vietnamese hospitality and cuisine.

Mar 4 Hue (included breakfast, lunch)
Today we’ll discover the sights and sounds of Hue, the former Imperial capital of Vietnam. Now a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, the city sits on the banks of the Perfume River. On a river cruise this morning we’ll stop
to explore Dinh Market and then visit the iconic Thien Mu Pagoda (Pagoda of the Celestial Lady). Built in
1601 AD, this elegant seven-tiered octagonal tower is one of the oldest local pagodas and Hue’s most widely
recognizable monument.
After the cruise we’ll tour Hue’s Old Imperial City and visit the Imperial Citadel, a vast 1,000-acre complex
built in the 1800’s. It was modeled after the Forbidden City in Beijing, and had a six-mile wall and
surrounding moat. Although it was destroyed during wars, today you still can see the monuments of the
Nguyen Dynasty in the 19th century, the Flag Tower and the wonderful Ngo Mon Gate, one of the ten
entrances to the complex. In the spacious courtyard area we’ll find Dien Tho Palace (the Palace of Supreme
Harmony), Thai Hoa Palace (throne hall) where the Emperor would meet foreign rulers and other highranking dignitaries and the Hall of Mandarins.

This afternoon we’ll visit one of the villages which produce the trademark Vietnamese coco hats and incense.
Also on the itinerary is a visit to Phuong Duc, a traditional bronze casting village. We’ll also stop at the
Tomb of Tu Duc. The longest-reigning Vietnamese emperor, Tu Duc designed and built this elegant tomb to
use as a retreat for meditation, reading and theater performances. It is one the most beautiful works of
Nguyen Dynasty Royal architecture and is situated in a pine forest.

Mar 5 Fly Hue/Ho Chi Minh City (included breakfast)
Enjoy a relaxed morning before our checkout and departure for the airport. After landing in Ho Chi Minh City
(formerly Saigon), we’ll drive to Cai Be, a town along the Mekong River. We’ll spend one night in a hotel
with river-view rooms before beginning our Mekong Delta cruise tomorrow.
From the heights of the Tibetan Plateau, the mighty Mekong River flows through six countries, giving life and
a home to millions of people. (It is sometimes called the “Mother of all rivers”.) After a journey of 3,000
miles it empties into the Pacific Ocean. Nine estuaries carry enormous amounts of silt to form one of the
greatest deltas in the world. Thousands of waterways form a labyrinth of major currents and secluded canals
lined with lush vegetation, mangrove swamps and verdant rice fields. More than 17 million people live by
the timeless rhythm of the river in small fishing villages and boats in the Mekong Delta.

Mar 6 Morning Eyes Classic riverboat (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Our two-day Mekong Delta cruise begins at embarkation this morning. The Mekong Eyes Classic
riverboat combines regional boat-building traditions with modern comfort. The ship was built from a
traditional rice barge using the finest quality wood and artfully decorated by skilled local craftsmen. Why
the name Mekong Eyes? One of the traditional ceremonies performed on a newly constructed Mekong boat is
the “eye opening”. The eyes are painted on the bow for good luck, a wide-awake crew and fast and safe
journeys. The ship carries 28 passengers and has a bar, panorama lounge, and sundeck.
As lunch is served, our cruise begins. Sit back and watch the scenery and the daily life of the Mekong Delta
people. In the afternoon we will disembark for a guided stroll through a village and the surrounding fruit
orchards or rice fields. Meet the friendly locals and taste the local produce and fruit, as well. The cruise
boat will anchor for the night.

Mar 7 Ho Chi Minh City (included breakfast)
Wake up to the sounds of the river and another exciting day of sightseeing in the Mekong Delta. At 6:30 am
the ship sets off on a sunrise cruise. Watch the locals dry exotic fruits and build ships at the wooden
shipyards while we enjoy breakfast. This morning we’ll board a sampan to explore the Cai Rang floating
market, the region’s busiest and most lively market. Marvel at the abundance of exotic fruits, vegetables
and skillfully handcrafted regional products. We will pull up to the boats to engage in conversation and
bargaining with the merchants. The ship will then begin the journey back to My Tho. In My Tho, we’ll stop
for lunch at a restaurant featuring typical Mekong Delta dishes before heading by coach to Ho Chi Minh CIty.

Mar 8-9 Fly Ho Chi Minh City/Detroit (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Today is a full-day tour of this historic city, formerly known as Saigon. Some sights on our tour: the outside
of the Thong Nhat Hall building complex, a walk on Dongkhoi street, the Ben Thanh market, the Saigon Post
office (a historic building with stained glass ceilings and turn of the century architecture) and Notre Dame
Cathedral of Saigon. We’ll be able to return to the hotel to freshen up and check out at 6:00 pm. We will
have a special farewell dinner this evening before transferring to the airport for a late-night flight home.

