Italy’s North Country – Lakes, Lovers, Fashion and Florence
Expanded Itinerary
Jun 7 Fly Detroit/Milan, Italy
We’ll depart around noon today on a one-stop flight to Italy.

Jun 8 Florence
After landing in Milan this morning we’ll board a coach for the three-hour drive to historic Florence,
where we’ll stay for three nights. After hotel check-in enjoy a nap or explore the neighborhood around
our hotel—seek out an appealing restaurant for your dinner this evening.

Jun 9 Florence (included breakfast)
This morning we’ll take an included walking tour of Florence’s historic Old Town. The capital city of the
Tuscany region, Florence gave birth to the Renaissance and changed the way we see the world. Florence's
is a subtle beauty—its unprepossessing palaces built in local stone are not showy, even though they are
very large. They take on a magnificent glow when day breaks and when the sun sets. A walk along the
Arno near our hotel offers views that haven't changed much in 700 years. The Piazza della Signoria is the
heart of the city and home to the Uffizi—the world's premier repository of Italian Renaissance art.
Our walking tour will most likely include the Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore and Piazza Duomo, the
Battistero di San Giovanni (Baptistery of St. John), the exterior of the Uffizi, the Ponte Vecchio, and
Brunelleschi's Dome.

Jun 10 Florence (included breakfast)
Working with a map and the research you’ve done ahead of time, construct your own itinerary for today.
A visit to the Uffizi Gallery is usually at the top of a first-time visitor’s list—follow the River Arno to the
Uffizi and soak in centuries of great painting. Other suggestions for your day: cross the Ponte Vecchio,
Florence’s iconic bridge, and explore the tangle of Oltrarno’s medieval streets; sample seasonal Tuscan
cooking in a Left Bank trattoria; visit the Accademia to admire Michelangelo's “David”; view the delicate
paintings of Fra’ Angelico in the Convent of San Marco. Works by Donatello, Masaccio, and Ghiberti fill
the city’s churches and museums. Once home to the Medici, the Pitti Palace is stuffed with Raphaels and
Titians, and backed by the fountains of the Boboli Garden.
Florentines and visitors love to shop, and Italy's leather capital strains at the seams with handmade
gloves, belts, bags, and shoes sold from workshops, family-run stores, and designer boutiques.

Jun 11 Verona (included breakfast)
This morning we bid farewell to Florence—sit back and enjoy the drive to San Marino, a mountainous
microstate surrounded by north-central Italy. Among the world’s oldest republics, San Marino retains
much of its historic architecture. On the slopes of Monte Titano sits the capital, also called San Marino,
known for its medieval walled old town and narrow cobblestone streets. The Three Towers, castle-like
citadels dating to the 11th century, sit atop Titano’s neighboring peaks. We’ll take a walking tour of San

Marino’s town center and ascend the Funivia di San Marino, an aerial cable car which opened in 1959.
Tourists and workers use the cable car to reach the top of the steep hill on which the city perches.
After lunch on your own we’ll continue our drive to the city of lovers, Verona, for a late afternoon hotel
check-in.
Verona is in northern Italy’s Veneto region, and has a medieval old town built along the meandering Adige
River. The small city is famous as the setting of Shakespeare’s "Romeo and Juliet". A 14th century
residence with a tiny balcony overlooking a courtyard is said be “Juliet’s House".

Jun 12 Verona (included breakfast)
Verona grew to power and prosperity within the Roman Empire as a result of its key commercial and
military position in northern Italy. With its Roman arena, theater, and city gates, it has the most
significant monuments of Roman antiquity north of Rome. After the fall of the empire, the city continued
to flourish and reached its cultural and artistic peak in the 13th and 14th centuries. In 1404 Verona traded
its independence for security and placed itself under the control of Venice.
During our included morning walking tour we’ll pass the Verona Arena, a huge 1st century Roman
amphitheater, which currently hosts concerts and large-scale opera performances. Juliet’s House, the
Piazza Bra, the Osteria Sottocost (a historic square), and the medieval bell-tower Torre dei Lamberti, and
the Piazza dei Signori will also be on our tour.

Jun 13 Verona (included breakfast, lunch)
Lake Garda, not far from Verona, is known for its crystal clear water. At the south end, the town of
Sirmione is dominated by the Rocca Scaligera, a fortress with harbor views. The nearby Grotte di Catullo
archaeological site includes a Roman villa. On the lake's western shore, in Gardone Riviera, is Il Vittoriale
degli Italiani, former home of poet d’Annunzio. The Dolomites frame Riva del Garda, a resort in the
north.
After a full-day drive along the Lake, stopping at various points of interest and for an included lunch,
we’ll return to our hotel in Verona for the evening.

Jun 14 Como (included breakfast)
We’ll drive to Lake Como this morning. Upon arrival in Como, since our rooms will not be ready, we
suggest you take the ferry to photogenic Bellagio for lunch. It is the most popular destination on Lake
Como—its shady lakefront promenade is lined with chic hotels, bars, and cafes. Pretty medieval alleyways
ascend from the lake in steep steps and are lined with souvenir stores selling hand-tooled leather
accessories. Save your exploration of Como for later this afternoon or evening.
Como is a city of 47,000 inhabitants at the end of the south-eastern branch of Lake Como. Its renowned
silk products include ties, scarves, suits, and soft home furnishings spun and printed using traditional
craftsmanship—happy shopping! At the Educational Silk Museum (Museo didattico della Seta), or in the
Ratti Foundation Rooms (Sale della Fondazione Ratti) you can retrace the steps of this ancient industry.
Como is renowned for its breathtaking landscape, historical villas with picturesque gardens, stone
hamlets, sailing boats and little wooden fishing boats, which have inspired artists and poets countless
times to feature it in their works. To enjoy Como’s scenery you might want to take the funicular which
offers an impressive view of the town from above, or you may simply stroll around the streets of the town
center where our hotel is located.
The city’s Old Town is dominated by the flamboyant Duomo (cathedral) which combines Gothic and
Renaissance architecture. Long narrow windows and a Gothic stained-glass rose window mark the western
end; a seamless apse and Baroque dome added in 1744 mark the cathedral’s eastern end. Nearby, the
five-sided 12th century Church of San Fedele stands above a charming square of the same name; parts of

the church, including the altar, date from the 6th century and there are a few frescoes in the right-hand
side aisle. Como’s main street, Corso Vittorio Emanuele II, cuts through the medieval quarter and has
plenty of upscale boutiques and delis.

Jun 15 Como (included breakfast, lunch)
There’s a lot to see on our full-day tour around Lake Como. The Lake is an upscale resort area known for
its dramatic scenery and set against the foothills of the Alps. The lake is shaped like an upside-down Y,
with three slender branches that meet at the resort town of Bellagio. At the bottom of the southwest
branch lies the city of Como, home to Renaissance architecture and a funicular that travels up to the
mountain town of Brunate.
Varenna gives Bellagio a run for its money as the prettiest village on Lake Como, with a tumble of pink
and terracotta houses in a labyrinth of narrow, cobbled streets, and smart villas clustered around the
shoreline. Its winding lakeside path hangs over the water, with bars, shops, and art galleries looking over
the lake.
On the western side of Lake Como, Tremezzo was the prestigious 19th century retreat of the Italian
aristocracy. We’ll visit the luxuriant gardens, museum, and art collections of the ornate 17th century Villa
Carlotta and also stop along the way for an included lunch.

Jun 16 Milan (included breakfast)
It will only take an hour or so to drive from Como to Milan this morning. On arrival we’ll take a panoramic
tour of the city.
Milan is Italy's business hub and fashion center. Located between the Po river canal’s rich farms and the
industrious mountain valleys, the city has long been a center of commerce, finance, fashion, and media.
It's also Italy's transport hub, with the biggest international airport, the most rail connections, and the
best subway system. Leonardo da Vinci's “Last Supper” and other great works of art are here, as well as a
spectacular Gothic Duomo.
The city of grand boulevards and global corporations doesn’t usually lure first time visitors to Italy
because Milan’s attractions are more subtle. Discover a side street which conceals a garden complete
with flamingos (Giardini Invernizzi, on Via dei Cappuccini, just off Corso Venezia; a renowned 20th century
art collection hides behind an unspectacular facade a block from Corso Buenos Aires (the Casa-Museo
Boschi di Stefano). Visitors lured by the world-class shopping will appreciate Milan's European
sophistication while discovering unexpected facets of a country they may have only thought they knew.
Virtually every invader in European history—Gaul, Roman, Goth, Lombard, and Frank—as well as a long
series of rulers from France, Spain, and Austria, took a turn at ruling the city. In 1157, Milan became one
of the first independent city-states of the Renaissance.
Either today or tomorrow we hope to visit the Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie to view Leonardo da
Vinci’s masterpiece, “The Last Supper”. Tickets are not available until three months before the visit date
and are quickly snapped up, but we will do our very best to make the visit happen as a group.

Jun 17 Milan (included breakfast)
Today is yours to plan. Fashionistas or design aficionados might want to sign up for the optional fashion
workshop tour. The rest of us will choose to explore on our own.
You’ll probably want to visit the Duomo (Cathedral), Milan’s most impressive structure. It is said that
there are more statues on this gothic-style cathedral than any other building in the world: 3,400 statues,
135 gargoyles and 700 figures decorate the Duomo! Climb the stairs or take the lift to the rooftop to fully

appreciate the architecture and the view from the terrazzo. You can also see the famous Madonnina, the
gold-colored statue of Mary that stands on the cathedral’s highest spire.
The Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II is Italy's oldest active shopping mall and a major landmark. Housed in a
four-story double arcade in the center of town, the Galleria is named after Victor Emmanuel II, the first
king of the Kingdom of Italy. Near the Galleria is the famous La Scala opera house. A little further from
the town center are the Pinacoteca di Brera (a museum specializing in Italian art), and the medieval
Sforzesco Castle.
Optional tour: Fashion Workshop Tour. First take an hour-long stroll along the Quadrilatero della Moda in
the Fashion District. Enjoy the architecture and high fashion shop windows with your guide. Next, hop on
a historic center line tram and arrive at a designer’s atelier where you’ll witness the steps in the design
and creation of an Italian designer masterpiece.

Jun 18 Fly Milan/Detroit (included breakfast)
Yet another wonderful Italian NexTour concludes this morning with our departure for the Milan airport.
We’ll fly out of Milan in late morning and arrive in Detroit mid-evening today.

