Alaska Circle Tour & Denali Park Stay
Expanded Itinerary
Aug 27 Fly Detroit/Anchorage, AK (included lunch)
Our flight to Alaska departs in early morning and arrives in Anchorage around noon; it’s a 9.5 hour travel day.
We’ll stop for an included lunch before continuing on to our downtown hotel for check-in. On the way from the
airport to the hotel we’ll have a local guide with us who will narrate a panoramic tour of the city as we drive.

Aug 28 Tok (included breakfast)
Today’s full-day scenic drive will take us from Anchorage to the small town of Tok along the Glenn Highway (Route
1). The longest stretch of freeway in Alaska runs along the Glenn Highway for 38 miles, and then the road becomes
highway all the way to Tok, a total of 328 miles. As we leave Anchorage, the scenery changes to farmland and
then to mountain views as we pass waterfalls and rushing rivers. We’ll make numerous photo stops along the way.
Our lunch stop will be in Glenallen, the gateway to Wrangell St. Elias National Park whichis the largest National
Park in the United States. In 1898 the Glennallen area saw an influx of gold seekers headed for the Klondike Gold
Fields, but now has a year-round population of 500.
Our overnight stop will be in Tok, a town of 1250 souls. Enjoy the amazing scenery this evening if you go out to
stretch your legs.

Aug 29 Fairbanks
Today we drive the Alaska Highway (Route 2) from Tok to Fairbanks, the gateway to Alaska’s Interior and Arctic
regions; its Gold Rush heritage offers a taste of frontier living. It’s a full day of travelling, but we’ll make several
interesting stops.
This morning we’ll visit the Sullivan Roadhouse, a historical museum housed in the oldest roadhouse in the interior
of Alaska. It is located in the heart of Delta Junction at the end of the Alaska Highway. Built in 1905 by John and
Florence Sullivan, the log lodge now houses a museum that focuses on the Valdez-Fairbanks Trail and the
roadhouses that operated along its route. Beautifully recreated rooms, as well as interpretive exhibits give visitors
a feel for life in turn of the twentieth century Alaska. Outside, stop to enjoy a garden exploding with colorful
wildflowers, a traditional vegetable garden/potato patch and interpretive pathways.
This afternoon our first stop will be at the Knotty Shop. This unique store is hard to miss—it sits next to a grassy
area featuring carved wooden statues: a bear, a moose, and a larger-than-life mosquito! Stretch your legs outside,
or go inside where you’ll find handmade wooden souvenirs, carved-wood statues, clocks, bowls, and other
creations. The majority of the wooden bowls are made from local birch, which has a nice light color. Other
Alaskan-made gifts include ivory and antler carvings, furs, pottery, jewelry, clothing, gourmet foods, wood
products, paintings, stained glass, and knives.
A final stop is at the ‘North Pole’! This small city not far from Fairbanks is known for its year-round Christmas
decorations, including candy cane–striped street lights. Santa Claus House is a Christmas store with walls covered
in children’s letters to Santa and a huge Santa statue outside. Streets have names like Kris Kringle Drive and
Mistletoe Lane.

In late afternoon we’ll reach Fairbanks, Alaska's second-largest city, which is a former gold-rush town with fiercely
independent roots. Tour old gold mines, take a historic riverboat cruise or visit the Arctic Circle, there will be lots
to fill your free day tomorrow.

Aug 30 Fairbanks (included breakfast)
This is a free day to pursue your own interests! If you enjoy museums, you might visit the Museum of the North
which is housed on the University of Alaska Fairbanks campus. Here you’ll find natural history exhibits, a gallery of
Alaskan art, and exhibits on Alaska’s history and ethnology.
The 44-acre Pioneer Park is a centrally located, historically themed park which might interest you. The park offers
a wide array of activities and showcases Fairbanks history through museum exhibits and outdoor recreational areas.
Many engaging attractions call the park home including the Bear Art Gallery, a historic sternwheeler, a carousel, a
miniature golf course, an operating narrow gauge train, and relics from the gold rush era. Historic log cabins that
were moved to the park turn into summertime shops and eateries. June through August, Pioneer Park hosts free
daily Gazebo Nights where musicians and singers perform for the public, free of charge.
Some highly-regarded tours out of Fairbanks include:
• The Riverboat Discovery Take a three-hour cruise into the heart of Alaska and meet a family who has
made the rivers of Alaska a way of life for five generations. You will see a bush floatplane takeoff
alongside the boat, visit the home and kennels of the late four-time Iditarod winner Susan Butcher and see
her champion sled dogs in action. Learn about the ancient Athabascan Indian culture when Alaskan Native
Guides take you on a personalized tour of the Chena Indian Village.
•

Gold Dredge 8 Enjoy a close up view of the Trans Alaska Pipeline and a presentation about its construction
and operation. Then take a seat aboard a replica of the narrow-gauge Tanana Valley Railroad and listen as
the conductor tell tales of prospectors who arrived by the thousands during the gold rush. The train takes
you to Gold Dredge 8 where you will see first-hand how the dredge worked the gold fields, then receive a
brief but informative course on gold panning. Once the train arrives at the camp, you will try panning for
yourself. You’ll find gold, they guarantee it! Finally, explore the dredge camp and enjoy complimentary
coffee and freshly baked cookies in the gift shop as your gold is weighed, then hop aboard the train and
return to the station.

•

Arctic Circle flight A half-day tour

•

Arctic Circle bus ride A full-day tour

We will help you make arrangements for these tours when the tour is confirmed.

Aug 31 Fairbanks (included breakfast)
This morning we’ll drive the scenic Chena Hot Springs Road (56 miles long). Much of the road meanders through
Chena River State Recreation Area and it dead ends at Chena Hot Springs Resort, which is renowned for its outdoor
rock lake, year-round ice museum, excellent northern lights viewing opportunities and focus on renewable
geothermal energy.
After lunch on your own, we’ll meet to tour the Aurora Ice Museum. It was created from over 1,000 tons of ice and
snow, all harvested at the resort. The museum was completed in January 2005 and stays a cool 25° Fahrenheit
inside. Keeping the museum icy cold in the heat of summer is possible due to the patented absorption chiller, the
first of its kind in the world used for this purpose!
After our Ice Museum tour, you may choose to take a free tour of the resorts’ geothermal renewable energy facility
to learn more about its energy saving projects. If you’ve brought your bathing suit and towel with you, take a dip
in the hot springs lake, indoor heated pool, or hot tubs—your passes are included in the tour cost. Let the resort’s
healing, mineral-rich outdoor rock lake relax your body and warm your soul. One hundred years ago, gold miners
and early Alaskan pioneers rested their weary souls and bodies in these natural outdoor hot springs.

After our Chena Hot Springs adventure we’ll return to Fairbanks for the night. Keep an eye out for the Northern
Lights while we are in Fairbanks. The city’s Aurora Season is from August 21 to April 21 and the aurora will be
visible an average of four out of five nights when the sky is clear and dark enough. Scientifically speaking, the
aurora is dancing above year-round, but can only be seen during the Aurora Season when the skies are dark enough.

Sep 1 Denali National Park (included breakfast, dinner)
Heading south out of Fairbanks this morning we’ll drive the northernmost section of the George Parks Highway
(Route 3). It takes us through small towns and stretches of wilderness. The first portion of the 125-mile drive
weaves alongside the Tanana River, and eventually takes you by the Minto Flats, a valuable waterfowl habitat, and
the Tanana Flats, a beautiful area with sections of planned “burn zones”. We’ll pass towns like Healy, the location
of Alaska’s sole commercial coal mine, and Nenana, where in 1923 President Warren G. Harding drove the “Golden
Spike” to open the Interior Alaska railroad.
Around noon we arrive at the incomparably beautiful Denali National Park, the highlight of many travelers' Alaskan
visits. At 6 million acres, Denali National Park is the third largest park in the United States. Alaska’s Gates of the
Arctic National Park is a tad bigger, and Wrangell St. Elias National Park is the largest. Denali’s six million acres
include lakes, tundra, peaks, and wildlife; the park is dominated by North America's highest peak and traveled by a
single 90-mile road.
After lunch on your own at the entrance to the park, we’ll take a coach for the 90 mile drive to the Denali
Backcountry Lodge, arriving in time for evening hors d'oeuvres and dinner. You’ll stay in a private cabin with
running water, electricity, heat, and private bathroom. This isn’t a four-star hotel, but guests often say they’re
pleasantly surprised by how nicely appointed the cabins are. There are only 42 rooms at this lodge.
Denali National Park can be divided into three sections:
• One third of the park is comprised of rock and ice, in high elevations, mainly to the south of the park road.
There are few animals in that area.
• The second third of the park is boggy in low elevations, more to the north and west. There are a few
species that make that area their home.
• The final third is high mountain passes and broad river valleys. This is where you are most likely to see
wild animals. The park road goes right through this area.
Here’s a sample of what you’ll see on the shuttle bus from the Visitor Center to the Lodge. As we climb
Government Hill, off to your left you’ll see an expansive view that includes part of the Yanert Valley, which
stretches through the Alaska Range. A tall railroad bridge spans Riley Creek. This is an often-photographed scene
in August and September, when bright yellow and blue Alaska Railroad engines pull a line of railroad cars across
that bridge, surrounded by gold foliage of autumn. The park road runs generally east and west, over four high
mountain passes, all just under 4000 feet elevation. That might not seem very high, but at Denali the treeline is at
about 3000 feet. (In Colorado, dry tundra and alpine plants and animals begin at about 14,000 feet.) The road
also takes us through the major vegetation zones of the park—taiga, moist tundra and dry tundra.

Sep 2 Denali National Park (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
The main lodge is a comfortable spot for dining and hanging out with fellow guests. There’s a full-service bar, and
a lounge with a fireplace where you may play a game or help yourself to a snack. There are two screened outdoor
decks, one upstairs and one downstairs, which offer the soothing sights and sounds of Moose Creek. Breakfast,
lunch (a soup, salad and sandwich buffet) and dinner feature locally grown produce and Alaskan twists on comfort
food. You might have blueberry pancakes for breakfast, and cedar-plank salmon, ribs with blueberry barbecue
sauce or reindeer meatloaf for dinner.
While most guests spend mornings on a hike, afternoons can be spent trying out gold panning, taking a local history
tour around Kantishna, going fishing or mountain-bike riding, or taking the shuttle to nearby Wonder Lake to take
pictures of the mountains. And one perk you don’t expect to find deep in the wilderness: you can take advantage
of the lodge’s Nest Spa and Wellness Center, which offers early-morning yoga classes and a range of massage
treatments. Come evening, you can sit outside the lodge enjoying a fire. Outdoor activities include guided hikes,
mountain biking, gold-panning, fishing, morning yoga and twice-daily shuttles to Wonder Lake.

Sep 3 Fly Anchorage/Detroit (included breakfast)
Today will be a travel day as we make our way south to Anchorage along the George Parks Highway (Route 3).
Along the way we’ll take a turnoff where the wooden grizzly stands on its hind legs, to one of Alaska's funkiest
little towns: Talkeetna. While driving this 14-mile path (the Talkeetna Spur Road) we’ll be in the shadow of Mt.
McKinley which is in Denali. Talkeetna is a town with authentic pioneer feel, and lots of outdoor adventures on
offer. It’s the staging ground for climbing Mt. McKinley.
“Downtown Talkeetna” is a collection of historic buildings and old miner cabins that are still in use. There will be
time to grab a bite to eat and do a bit of shopping You'll see that art is this town's passion: live theater
productions, musicians play in the pubs, artisans sell their creations in Main Street's shops.
Our overnight flight home will depart from Anchorage around 10:00 pm.

Sep 4 Arrive Detroit
We’ll change planes in early morning, and arrive in Detroit around noon today.

