England’s Lake District – Anglophiles Rejoice!
Expanded Itinerary
Aug 14 Fly Detroit/Machester, England, UK
We depart Detroit in early evening on a one-stop overnight flight.

Aug 15 Harrogate
After landing in Manchester around 9:30 this morning, we will board a coach for the 1.5 hour drive to the town of
Harrogate in North Yorkshire, England, east of the Yorkshire Dales National Park. You’ll have the rest of today to
rest or explore the charming town of Harrogate.
During a boom in spa tourism during the Victorian 1800s, Harrogate developed a reputation for luxurious getaways
for body and soul. The high society of the Victorian Britain flocked to Harrogate to enjoy the air, the therapeutic
spa treatments, and to ‘take’ the famous Harrogate waters. A distinctive feature of Harrogate is the open space
that surrounds the town center, known locally as the Stray; this 200 acres gives Harrogate town center a green and
spacious feel that is unique to the town.
The iconic 19th century Pump Room, originally built to welcome Victorian visitors, is now home to a fascinating
museum of the town’s fashionable spa history. The nearby Mercer Gallery, which has a collection of artwork
spanning the centuries to present day, offers fascinating insights into the town’s history. Nearby is the restored
Moorish-style Turkish Baths and Health Spa. You may wish to visit during your free time this afternoon!
Also open for visiting are the Valley Gardens which, along with woodlands known as The Pinewoods, cover 17 acres.
The Valley Gardens contain mineral springs, various styles of traditional gardens, and manicured paths for strolling.
There’s also a beautiful Art Deco pavilion to be admired

Aug 16 Harrogate (included breakfast, lunch)
Our full day tour will take us northward to the area around the cathedral city of Ripon. The main feature of the
town (pop. 16,000) is its cathedral, but the historic city is charming in itself. The Cathedral Church of St Peter and
St Wilfrid, commonly known as Ripon Cathedral, was founded as a monastery by Scottish monks in the 660s, and refounded as a Benedictine monastery by St Wilfrid in 672. The present church was constructed during the 12th and
13th centuries. The cathedral is notable architecturally for its gothic west front in the Early English style,
considered one of the best of its type, as well as the Geometric east window. The 7th century crypt of Wilfrid's
church is a significant example of early Christian architecture in England.
Near Ripon is a UNESCO World Heritage Site consisting of the Studley Royal Park and the ruins of Fountains Abbey.
The 800-acre site features an 18th century landscaped garden, some of the largest Cistercian ruins in Europe, a
Jacobean mansion and a Victorian church designed by William Burges. It was developed around the ruins of the
Cistercian Fountains Abbey.
When the socially ambitious John Aislabie inherited Studley Royal, he set about creating an elegant water garden
of mirror-like ponds, statues and follies, incorporating the romantic ruins into his design. Green lawns stretch

down to the riverside and paths lead to the deer park, home to Red, Fallow and Sika deer and trees such as limes,
oaks, and sweet chestnuts.

Aug 17 Bowness-on-Windermere (included breakfast)
After hotel checkout this morning we’ll drive to Bowness-on-Windermere, a village inside the Lake District National
Park. Not to be confused with nearby Windermere, tiny Bowness-on-Windermere lies on the shore of England’s
largest lake. Ferries run from here across Lake Windermere, while the traditional stone cottages, lakefront pubs,
and lively fishing harbor make this a good base for our Lake District touring.
We’ll spend this afternoon beginning our tour of the Lake District landscape. Short walks of no more than 25
minutes will take us to hidden places not seen from a coach—a waterfall, or a mountain lake. Today’s tour centers
on an area known as the Langdales: a magnificent landscape created by volcanoes and later sculpted by the power
of glacial ice. With its rich mining and farming history, it is a fascinating area to explore. We’ll stop often at
scenic overlooks and to enjoy the sweeping views.
All walks are optional though highly recommended and are not strenuous. Footpaths are well maintained, level,
and passable in athletic shoes.

Aug 18 Bowness-on-Windermere (included breakfast)
Today’s full-day tour will show us different lakes, new mountains and another area of Lake District National Park.
Stops and overlooks might include Troutbeck Village, Kirkstone Pass, Wordsworth Point, Thirlmere and Dove
Cottage (the home of William Wordsworth). One notable stop will be the stone circle at Castlerigg, which is one of
about 1,300 stone circles (think a small Stonehenge) in the British Isles and Brittany. It was constructed as a part
of a megalithic tradition that lasted from 3,300 to 900 BC, during the Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Ages.

Aug 19 Bowness-on-Windermere (included breakfast, lunch)
Our morning will be spent touring the area where Beatrix Potter found her inspiration. We’ll visit Hill Top Farm
(gardens and shop only) where she lived and worked. Another stop will be in Hawkshead Village, a pretty place
with narrow lanes, an ancient church, a grammar school attended by the Lake District poet William Wordsworth,
and the Beatrix Potter Gallery.
Brantwood, the artist John Ruskin’s home for 28 years, is now a house museum and we’ll stop to visit. We’ll end
our day with a ride on a steam train from the 1800s and a cruise on Lake Windermere.

Aug 20 Bowness-on-Windermere (included breakfast)
Today we travel north, out of the Lake District and up to the Scottish border. Our main focus is ‘Hadrian’s Wall’,
along which we’ll explore the remains of towers and landmarks. We’ll stop at the Roman Army Museum to learn
about the history of the Romans in this area of Britain, and learn what it was like to work on the ‘Wall’. Another
stop will be at Vindolanda, a Roman settlement, and one of Europe's largest excavation sites, which is still being
worked today.
Leaving the days of early Britain, we’ll tour Hutton-in-the-Forest, a beautiful medieval manor house dating to the
1400s. Our tour through the interiors at Hutton will be a journey in time from the medieval Stone Hall to the
Victorian Drawing Room. The rooms are rich in history and notable for their contents—every room has fine
examples of furniture of its period, and there is an interesting collection of needlework and tapestry, some of it
more than 500 years old.

Hutton is surrounded by beautiful gardens and grounds. There were elaborate gardens around the house from the
late 17th century which have evolved since that time, but the basic elements can still be seen and are a wonderful
background to the plants and flowers. The Walled Garden is a spectacular flower garden with beds and borders of
spring bulbs, herbaceous and annual flowers, set against the dramatic backdrop of the house and trees. The
magnificent topiary on the house terraces dates from the 1890s, reflecting the revival of interest in topiary at that
time. There is also a woodland walk and various other flower gardens to be explored if time permits.

Aug 21 Fly Manchester/Detroit
Our Lake District odyssey ends this morning when we board our coach for the two-hour drive to the Manchester
airport. A late morning one-stop flight will land in Detroit in early evening.

