Grand Canyon, Bryce & Zion – a Trio of Delights
Expanded Itinerary
Sep 3 Fly Detroit/Las Vegas (included lunch)
After our midmorning arrival in Las Vegas, we’ll share an included lunch before boarding our coach for the
three hour desert drive to Kanab, UT.
Kanab is a town of 4,800 located just north of the Arizona state line. This area was first settled in 1864,
and the town was founded in 1870 when ten Latter-day Saint families moved into the area. Named for a
Paiute word meaning "place of the willows," Fort Kanab was built on the east bank of Kanab Creek in 1864
for defense against the Indians and as a base for the exploration of the area. Kanab is situated in the
"Grand Circle" area, centrally located among Vermilion Cliffs National Monument, Bryce Canyon National
Park, the Grand Canyon (North Rim) and Zion National Park.

Sep 4 Kanab (included breakfast)
Today we tour the Grand Canyon, North Rim. After a 1.5 hour drive to the Canyon we’ll spend time at the
visitor center then visit three viewpoints, which are often considered better than those on the South Rim
due to the North Rim’s higher elevation. We’ll stop back at the visitor center for a late lunch on your own;
there will be time in the Lodge area for relaxing or hiking the one mile trail to Bright Angel point. The
ranger program schedule for 2020 is not yet published so the order of activities on this day may change to
incorporate the chance to participate in these. Grand Canyon National Park is world-renowned for its
scenic vistas and spectacular landscapes. Pine and fir forests, painted deserts, sandstone canyons, mesas
and plateaus, volcanic and geologic features, the Colorado River, perennial streams, and waterfalls
contribute to incredible panoramic views. There’s no point in saying more—words can’t really describe the
experience.
Up for some fun this evening? On the property of our hotel is The Old Barn Theater which showcases
Hollywood films made in the area for hotel guests. Shows are free and begin at 8:00 pm each night.

Sep 5 Bryce Canyon Nat’l Park (included breakfast)
This morning we’ll drive to Bryce Canyon, a small national park in southwestern Utah. Named after the
Mormon Pioneer Ebenezer Bryce, Bryce Canyon became a national park in 1924. Bryce is famous for its
unique geology, consisting of a series of horseshoe-shaped amphitheaters carved from the eastern edge of
the Paunsaugunt Plateau in southern Utah. The erosional force of frost and the dissolving power of
rainwater have shaped the colorful limestone rock into bizarre shapes including slot canyons, windows,
fins, and spires called hoodoos.

Sep 6 Bryce Canyon Nat’l Park
Today you may venture into the Park on your own. Like many busy national parks, Bryce has a mass transit
system to minimize vehicle congestion and the their impact on nature.

Choose your interest today. The Park shuttle stops at areas of interest, viewpoints, and trailheads within
the Bryce Amphitheater area of the park. Shuttles usually run every 15 minutes, and you may board the
shuttle at the Bryce Lodge stop—how convenient! Route duration is about 50 minutes plus stops at
facilities and overlooks.
The Rainbow Bus tour is a free, daily, guided tour to Rainbow Point (the far end of the park road) at 9:00
am and 1:30 pm. This 3.5 hour round-trip tour covers 40 miles with stops along many of the park's scenic
viewpoints. You will board at the Lodge. Reservations are required and can be made by calling 435-8345290 up to seven days in advance. Buses hold 40 passengers, and vacant seats will be filled on a firstcome, first-served basis on the day of the tour.
Hiking among fins and slot canyons is best done at Bryce Canyon in the main amphitheater area. There you
can witness the steps in hoodoo formation: from fins to windows to hoodoos. Vibrant colors follow
different rock layers alternately throughout the amphitheater. Couple this with the wiggling sides of the
walls and fins, and this is what makes Bryce Canyon picturesque. Slot canyons like Wall Street on the
Navajo Loop Trail are so narrow that they receive direct sunlight only during midday.

Sep 7 Zion Nat’l Park
This morning we’ll drive from Bryce to Zion—about 1.5 hours away. Zion National Park encompasses some
of the most scenic canyon country in the United States. The park is characterized by high plateaus, a maze
of narrow, deep, sandstone canyons and striking rock towers and mesas. Zion Canyon is the largest and
most visited canyon in the park. The North Fork of the Virgin River has carved a spectacular gorge here,
with canyon walls rising 2,000 to 3,000 feet above the canyon floor. The southern part of the park is a
lower desert area, with colorful mesas bordered by rocky canyons and washes. The northern sections of
the park are higher plateaus covered by forests. Narrow and deep, Zion Canyon is undoubtedly the
centerpiece of the park. Sheer, vividly colored cliffs tower above as you move along the floor of Zion
Canyon.
We will not take a group tour of Zion because the park is closed to private vehicles during most of the year.
You’ll find it easy to navigate on your own using the Park’s free shuttle system. There are two shuttle
routes, both departing from the Zion Canyon Visitor Center a short walk from our hotel. The Springdale
Shuttle has stops in the town of Springdale.

Sep 8 Zion Nat’l Park
Enjoy a day in the Park on your own. You might want to use the Park’s free shuttle system which makes
nine stops inside the park at points of interest, trailheads, the Zion Canyon Scenic Drive, and facilities such
as and Zion Human History Museum as well as Zion Lodge. On most days, the Virgin River winds peacefully
through the canyon. Fremont cottonwoods, willows, and velvet ashes along its banks provide shady spots
for a picnic or a short walk . Mule deer and many birds seek refuge from the extreme midday heat of
summer beneath this canopy. Other wildlife includes ringtail cats, bobcats, foxes, rock squirrels, and
cottontails. This is a magnificent hiking park; for an easy half-mile hike, stroll up to Weeping Rock, a rock
alcove with dripping springs decorated with wildflowers in the spring and summer. Zion is famous for slot
canyons, some of which are accessible from shuttle system stops. However, many are long hikes requiring
wading through water, rope climbs, and rappelling. Ask the ranger at the visitor center which of the slot
canyons hikes will be most suitable for you!

Sep 9 Fly Las Vegas/Detroit
Our drive back to Las Vegas this morning will take under three hours. Perhaps you’ll have time at the
airport to play some slots before our flight departs at about noon. We’ll be back in Detroit around 8:00
this evening.

